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could be a multiple origin to themselves j that
there must be a higher First Cause, and that
cither these men, or else their first parents,
like the first parents of his  own short-lived
race, had been created by this Unseen Power.
This conclusion of the Theist among ephemera
would be true, agreeing with all the evidence
in his reach, and limited by it.   The two other
conclusions, of the prosaic and poetic Athe-
ists, would be divergent falsehoods, uniting
contradictory guesses on details beyond their
experience with the common denial of a truth
which, as endued with reason, they ought to
have perceived and known.    And if they had
received a message from the Creator on the
order of creation, and refused it on the ground
that several hours' experience proved men and
women to undergo no change at all, but to have
lived on from all eternity, or that some minutes
of philosophical thought made them confident
that they were only ephemera which had lost
their wings, and grown slowly and immensely in
size, they would then be a true counterpart to
the Atheism and Positivism of our own times.
But if divine power is to be shown by the
creation of species, would it not be still better
displayed by the creation of individuals ? Why
this process of natural generation ?   Why not